SUPPLEMENT  TO 

COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Annual  Series No.  60b October  19,  1916 

AUSTRALIA. 
TASMANIA. 

By  Consul   W.   A.   Bickers,   Hohart. 

In  a  country  like  Tasmania,  where  the  prosperity  of  the  people  is 
largely  dependent  upon  grazing,  agriculture,  fruit  growing,  and 
mining,  the  year  1915  w'ould  have  been  considered  favorable  if  for 
no  other  reason  than  the  breaking  of  the  drought  which  lasted 
for  two  years  over  large  sections  of  the  State.  But  in  addition  to 
this  the  markets  for  Tasmanian  products,  Avhich  had  been  inactive 
throughout  the  latter  part  of  1914,  continually  improved  in  1915. 

United  States  Increases  Trade  with  Tasmania. 

While  most  countries  had  an  unfavorable  year  in  their  trade  with 
Tasmania,  the  United  States  made  appreciable  advances.  The  high 
freight  costs  have  debarred  all  bulky  low-priced  American  goods 
that  can  be  produced  in  Australia,  and  in  some  lines,  such  as  print 
paper  and  machinery,  Canadian  competition  is  making  itself  felt. 
Aside  from  these  losses,  however,  the  gains  are  diverse  and  impor- 
tant. In  addition  to  the  large  and  varied  display  of  American  goods 
in  the  hardware  and  machinery  stores  there  has  been  a  decided  in- 
crease in  the  range  of  the  goods  shown  in  the  dry  goods  and  general 
furnishing  shops,  although  such  goods  are  usually  obtained  from 
Melbourne  and  Sydney.  There  has  been  a  decided  boom  in  American 
electrical  machinery,  material,  and  appliances,  and  an  opening  has 
been  made  in  pianos,  and  the  trade  in  phonographs  and  organs  con- 
tinues favorable  to  America,  while  the  cessation  of  imports  from 
European  sources  should  give  American  manufacturers  of  brass  in- 
struments a  favorable  opportunit}^  to  introduce  their  goods. 

Inadequate  Shipping  Facilities. 

In  regard  to  an  extension  of  American  trade  there  is  one  serious 
handicap,  and  that  is  shipping  conditions.  In  addition  to  the  high 
freight  rates  there  is  no  direct  line  of  ships  from  America  to  this 
State,  and  most  goods  are  subject  to  the  expense  and  delay  of 
transshipment.  This  added  cost  is  at  present  very  high,  ancl  the 
delays  are  often  embarrassing  to  buyers.  A  few  ships  with  general 
cargoes  make  the  trip  direct  from  American  ports  to  Hobart  at  in- 
frequent intervals.  If  a  steamer  was  chartered  ever}^  two  months 
from  New  York  to  New  Zealand  ports,  Hobart  and  other  Australian 
ports,  an  agent  could  easily  procure  1,000  to  1,200  tons  of  cargo  for 
Hobart.  In  addition  to  the  large  amounts  of  machinery,  vehicles, 
and  general  cargo  that  is  exported  from  the  factories  east  of  the  Mis- 
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sissippi  River  direct  to  buyers  in  Tasmania,  such  a  freight  line  would 
make  it  more  advantageous  for  local  merchants  to  buy  direct  from 
America.  In  addition  to  the  cargo  that  would  be  obtained  from 
American  sources  there  is  no  doubt  that  Canadian  shippers  would 
lake  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  by  such  a  line. 

There  is  not  much  opportunity  for  any  general  exchange  of  goods, 
although  large  quantities  of  wool  are  obtained  here  for  American  ac- 
count, but  as  these  purchases  are  generally  made  by  English  houses, 
the  wool  is  shipped  via  England  and  credited  to  the  exports  of  that 
country.  Very  little  tin  is  sold  in  Tasmania,  as  most  mines  ship  their 
product  to  Melbourne,  wdiere  it  is  sold  at  auction.  The  silver-lead 
mines  need  a  market  for  their  ores,  and  additional  markets  would  be 
acceptable  to  skin  dealers.  Before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  some 
Tasmanian  lumber  was  shipped  to  America. 

Banking  Conditions — Exchange. 

Exchange  during  the  past  year  has  been  adverse  to  Tasmania. 
With  the  present  restrictions  upon  the  export  of  gold  and  with  the 
balance  of  trade  continually  in  favor  of  America,  it  is  doubtful  if  the 
establishment  of  American  banks  here  would  alleviate  the  situation 
to  any  material  extent  unless  the  banks  were  in  a  position  to  make  ad- 
vances for  the  purpose  of  promoting  works  for  the  development  of 
the  natural  resources  of  this  country. 

Exchange  here  naturally  follows  the  rates  quoted  in  London,  as 
most  of  the  banks  in  Australia  are  either  branches  of  English  banks 
or  have  close  financial  connections  with  them.  The  matter  of  ex- 
change is  a  handicap  to  American  exporters  in  competition  with 
British  exporters,  as  during  the  past  year  it  has  added  3  per  cent  to 
5  per  cent  to  the  cost  of  American  goods  in  comparison  with  British 
goods. 
Opportunities  for  American  Engineers  in  Tasmania. 

As  pulilic  utilities  and  development  work  in  Australia  is  initiated 
and  carried  out  by  the  States  and  municipalities  to  a  far  greater  ex- 
tent than  in  America  the  scope  for  private  enterprise  is  more 
curtailed. 

At  present  the  State  of  Tasmania  has  procured  an  irrigation 
engineer  from  Victoria,  who  has  had  experience  under  an  American 
engineer  who  came  from  America  and  had  charge  of  the  irrigation 
projects  of  Victoria  for  some  years.  He  will  make  a  report  on  the 
feasibility  of  irrigating  the  Midlands,  and  if  the  report  is  favorable 
the  State  will  make  an  effort  to  procure  funds  to  carry  out  the  project. 
It  is  probable  that  the  assistance  of  American  engineers  experienced 
in  this  work  will  be  sought. 

Loan  for  Public  Works, 

By  a  special  loan  arrangement  with  the  Commonwealth  of  Aus- 
tralia and  by  the  sale  of  bonds  locallj^  and  by  certain  credits  from  the 
Commonwealth  Bank  this  State  has  secured  sufficient  funds  to  con- 
tinue the  construction  of  public  works  on  a  small  scale  during  the 
present  year.  In  comparison  with  interest  rates  in  the  commercial 
centers  of  the  Avorld  the  loans  have  been  effected  on  advantageous 
terms,  as  the  interest  was  only  44-  per  cent  and  4{7  per  cent.  The  pub- 
lic activities  of  the  State  of  Tasmania,  which  has  only  200,000  popula- 
tion, can  be  best  shown  by  presenting  the  budget  for  the  3''ear  ended 
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June  30,  1915.    The  revenues,  exclusive  of  loans  used  for  construction 
and  improvements,  were  as  follows : 


Item. 

Amount. 

Item. 

Amount. 

Taxation: 

S393, 520 
766, 936 
628, 358 

Lands,  buildings,  and  investments- 
Continued. 
Interest  on  properties  transferred 

All  other 

$64,  807 

Other  investments,  including  in- 
terest on  loans  to  local  bodies 

Total 

Total           

1, 788, 814 

221, 669 

1,557,445 
218,642 

720  612 

Revenue  voted  by  Commonwealth: 
Per  capita  grant 

1  204  386 

126, 505 

Total 

1,776,087 

5,616,404 
437, 985 

Lands,  buildings,  and  investments: 

434, 136 

Special  Commonwealth  grant 

Grand  total 

6  054  389 

The  revenues  for  the  same  year  were  much  less  than  the  estimates 
for  the  current  year,  as  there  have  been  some  increases  in  taxation  and 
larger  revenues  are  expected  from  the  railways  and  other  public 
works. 

Current  Expenses  in  1915. 

In  comparison  with  the  revenues  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1915,  the  expenditures  were  very  heavy  and  there  was  a  deficit  of 
$681,578,  but  this  excess  expenditure  was  in  a  large  measure  accounted 
for  by  advances  made  on  ore  mined  and  money  used  in  purcha.sing 
wheat,  a  large  part  of  which  has  been  repaid  to  the  Government  since 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  current  expenses  exclusive  of  money 
expended  on  construction  and  development  work  for  the  year  were: 


Item. 


Public  debt: 

Interest 

Sinking  fund 

Total 

Public  works: 

Kailways  and  tramways 

Mines,  lands,  etc 

Agriciilture 

Harbors,  rivers,  roads,   bridges, 
water  supply 

Total 


$2,216,739 

317,855 


1,099,561 

118,932 

61,912 

128,013 


1,408,418 


Item. 


Law  and  protection: 

Justice 

Police 

Penal  establishments. 


Amount. 


S60,G66 
222, 993 
34, 406 


Total 

Education 

Hospitals  and  charities. 
All  other  expenditure . . 


Total  ordinary  expenditure 

Special  "Aid  to  mining  act,"  "  Wheat 
advance  " 


Grand  total . 


318,065 
.5&8, 997 
386,566 
696,347 

5,932,987 

802,972 

6,735,959 


In  the  above  accounts  of  revenues  and  expenditures,  the  figures 
for  money  borrowed  for  development  work  are  not  included  and 
in  the  year  1914^15  this  amounted  to  $4,383,000  and  brings  the  total 
debt  of  Tasmania  to  $63,912,000.  The  money  borrowed  in  1914-15 
was  to  a  large  extent  used  in  the  purchase  and  active  construction 
work  upon  the  hydroelectric  plant  and  to  some  extent  by  in- 
creased activity  in  other  development  work.  The  money  borrowed 
in  the  year  1915-16  amounted  to  about  $3,000,000.  The  Government 
has  secured  funds  to  purchase  the  electric  installation  of  the  Hobart 
gas  plant,  and  for  needed  extension  and  improvements  in  railways, 
tramways,  schools,  roads,  bridges,  etc. 
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Important  Improvements  Carried  Out — Condition  of  the  Banks. 

Several  important  railway  extensions  have  been  made,  the  most 
important  of  which  is  the  line  between  Melrose  and  Devonport, 
which  will  make  the  limestone  deposits  at  Melrose  available  for  ex- 
ploitation. Work  was  continued  on  the  enlarging  and  remodeling  of 
the  offices  of  the  Government  in  Hobart,  Avliich  work  will,  continue 
throughout  the  year. 

Excellent  progress  was  made  upon  the  Ridgeway  Reservoir  in 
Hobart  in  1915  although  this  work  is  yet  far  from  completed.  The 
tram  lines  are  receiving  careful  attention,  and  extensions  and  im- 
provements are  made  as  fast  as  money  is  available  for  such  Avork. 
The  toAvn  hall,  Avhich  covers  an  entire  block,  w^as  completed;  the 
tunnel  through  the  domain  for  the  diversion  of  the  Hobart  rivulet, 
Avhich  is  being  constructed  by  the  city  of  Hobart  in  conjunction  with 
the  Tasmanian  Government  and  the  Hobart  Marine  Board,  is  near- 
ing  completion  and  a  large  area  of  water  front  north  of  Ocean  Pier 
Avill  be  available  for  commercial  purposes  as  soon  as  this  Avork  is 
completed. 

The  city  of  Launceston  during  the  past  tAvo  years  has  been  devot- 
ing mucli  attention  to  deepening  the  channel  of  the  River  Tamar,  but 
progrdfes  has  been  sIoav.  In  the  meantime,  additional  wharves  liaA-e 
been  built  and  an  appropriation  has  been  secured  from  the  Tasma- 
nian Government  to  remove  a  ledge  of  rocks  from  Tamar  River. 

The  banks  during  the  past  year  Avere  able  to  pa}^  dividends  and  at 
the  same  time  to  carry  appreciable  amounts  in  reserve.  The  total 
assets  of  all  Tasmanian  banks,  excluding  the  CommonAvealth  Bank, 
aggregate  slightly  over  $25,000,000,  Avhile  liabilities  amount  to  about 
$21,500,000.  Savings  banks  on  June  30,  1915,  had  deposits  of 
$11,200,000  from  80,000  depositors. 

Value  of  Imports  During  Past  Three  Years. 

The  value  of  all  imports  from  foreign  countries  direct  into  Tas- 
mania varied  little  in  1915  from  the  Aalues  of  the  years  immediately 
preceding,  as  imports  Avere  valued  at  $4,944:,364  in  1915,  Avhile  the 
values  for  1914  and  1913  Avere  $4,947,233  and  $4,989,140,  respectively. 
The  articles  imported  during  1915  varied  from  the  tAvo  preceding- 
years,  as  during  1915  about  $1,000,000  worth  of  grain  and  foodstuffs 
were  imported,  Avhile  such  imports  were  small  in  the  preceding  years. 
As  the  imports  of  grain  and  foodstuff's  during  1915  Avere  about  20 
per  cent  of  the  total  imports,  the  values  of  other  imports  averaged 
about  the  same  amount  less  in  comparison  with  former  years. 

American  goods  have  been  finding  an  increasing  market  in  Tas- 
mania during  the  past  few  years.  In  1911  the  value  of  American 
goods  imported  into  the  countrv  Avas  only  $364,951 ;  in  1912  it  had 
increased  to  $494,782 ;  in  1913  the  value  Avas  $600,592 ;  in  1914  there 
Avas  a  slight  loss  and  the  value  fell  to  $576,782,  Avhile  in  1915  a  large 
gain  Avas  made  and  $874,374  Avorth  of  American  goods  AA^ere  imported 
direct  into  this  State. 

Principal  Articles  Imported  from  United  States. 

The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  the  principal  imports  from 
the  United  States  direct  to  Tasmania  for  the  years,  1913,  1914,  and 
1915: 
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Article.^ 


Apparel  and  soft 
goods 

Boots  and  shoes 

Bnishware 

Cement 

Clocks  and  watches. . 

Cordage  and  twines. . 

Drugs  and  chemicals. 

Earthenware,  china. . 

Fish 

FmTiiture 

Glass  and  glassware . . 

Wheat 

Hops 

Implements,  agricul- 
tural ,  horticultural, 
etc 

Instruments,  musical 

Iron  and  steel 

Jewelery 

Lamps  and  lampware 

Machines  and  ma- 
chinery  

Metals  and  manufac- 
tures   


$17,582 

2,297 

705 

598 

5, 124 

2,014 

2,097 

384 

7,411 

4,744 

1,678 


$21,018 
958 
384 


7,582 

23,320 

1,980 

53 

545 

2,345 

91,013 

27, 807 


2, 871 

65(3 

282 

335 

5,980 

5,372 

1,902 


1,094 

23,719 

2,073 

316 

316 

3,299 

127,662 

33,105 


$15, 179 

2,218 

876 

58 

3, 363 

438 

6,229 

10, 054 

12,906 

1,421 

13,616 

309, 826 

2,657 


17,843 
2,565 
2,404 
204 
1,932 

80,789 

71,674 


Articles 


Oils: 

Kerosene 

Turpentine 

Other 

Oilmen's  stores 

Paints  and  varnishes 
Paper: 

Printing 

Other 

Railway  material. . . 

Rubber  goods 

Soap 

Spirits 

Timber 

Tobacco  manufac- 
tures  

Tools  of  trade 

Vehicles  and  parts. . . 
Wax: 

Paraffin 

Other 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$39, 749 
3,075 

67, 554 
1,695 

12, 760 

15, 602 
2,696 

10,215 

9, 8S4 

2,097 

209 

34, 304 

42,343 
27, 539 
55,016 

12,531 

949 

63,095 


600,592 


$39,399 

1,474 
56, 469 

1,108 
13,689 

10, 891 
2,214 

12  132 

10, 307 

2,384 

433 

52,026 

37, 253 
31,296 
52, 378 

10,370 
1,810 
9,807 


$21,593 

2,550 

39, 205 

788 

7,519 

7,480 
3,319 
9,100 
5, 713 
1,314 
161 
31,661 

34,095 
18, 128 
30,104 

10, 774 

1,260 

93,331 


874,347 


Large  Imports  of  Wearing  Apparel  and  Soft  Goods. 

Of  all  the  imports  into  Tasmania,  those  covered  by  the  item  ap- 
parel and  soft  goods  are  by  far  the  greatest  and  normally  are  valued 
approximately  at  25  per  cent  of  tlie  total  imports.  This  class  of 
goods  is  obtained  principally  from  Elngland,  which  country  enjoys 
.special  tariff  concessions.  Moreover,  the  cost  of  exchange  and  the 
higher  freight  rates  from  America  places  a  handicap  upon  American 
firms  endeavoring  to  sell  this  class  of  goods  in  Tasmania. 

The  normal  imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  into  Tasmania  are 
valued  at  $50,000,  and  heretofore  little  of  these  goods  have  been  re- 
ceived direct  from  America,  although  American  drugs  are  well 
known  in  Ta.smania  and  large  quantities  are  obtained  from  branch 
houses  of  American  manufacturers,  which  are  located  in  Sydney. 

The  increased  imports  of  earthen  and  glass  ware  are  due  to  the 
closing  of  the  sources  of  former  supplies  and,  as  American  prices  are 
higher  than  are  usual  here,  it  is  doubtful  if  much  of  this  trade  can 
be  held.  The  qualit}^  of  most  American  goods  has  received  favorable 
comment,  and  any  losses  suffered  in  the  future  will  not  be  due  to 
lack  of  quality  but  must  be  attributed  to  the  higher  prices  of  Ameri- 
can goods  in  comparison  w-ith  similar  European  products. 

Demand  for  American  Automobiles  and  Motor  Cycles, 

The  large  increase  in  manufactures  of  metals  is  practically  due  to 
the  cessation  of  imports  of  continental  European  origin.  Among  the 
decreases  noted,  of  which  implements,  machines  and  machinery,  oils, 
tools  of  trade,  and  vehicles  and  parts  are  the  most  important,  high 
freights  and  a  lessened  demand  would  account  for  most  of  them, 
except  oil  and  vehicles  and  parts.  During  1914  America  supplied 
practically  all  the  oils  imported  direct  into  Tasmania,  but  during 
1915  East  Indian  oil  was  imported  in  competition  with  the  American 
oil.  As  to  vehicles  and  parts,  the  loss  in  value  and  imports  can  only 
be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  more  American  automobiles  and  motor 
cycles  were  obtained  from  importers  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney  than 
formerly.  American  vehicles  predominated  in  Tasmania  last  year, 
and  several  new  cars  were  successfully  introduced,  and  during  1915 
for  the  first  time  American  motorcycles  became  popular. 
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Canadian  products  have  been  making  appreciable  gains  on  this 
market,  especially  in  print  paper,  agricultural  implements,  and  auto- 
mobiles. The  gains  in  paper  and  implements  have  affected  the 
market  for  similar  American  goods  to  an  appreciable  extent,  while 
the  Canadian  exports  of  automobiles  is  composed  almost  entirely 
of  small  American  cars,  which  find  a  large  demand  throughout 
Tasmania. 

When  consideration  is  given  to  imports  from  the  United  States, 
the  chief  retarding  influences  have  been  the  higher  import  duties 
that  American  goods  have  to  pay  in  comparison  with  British  goods, 
the  cost  of  exchange  and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  cargo  space  with 
the  resultant  high  price.  These  three  items,  which  add  to  the  cost 
of  American  goods  here,  have  proved  especially  harmful  to  imports 
of  heavy  inexpensive  goods  that  can  be  produced  locall}'  and  in  those 
that  are  not  an  immediate  necessity. 
Prosperous  Year  for  Manufacturers. 

All  manufacturing  plants,  with  the  exception  of  sawmills,  were 
normall}^  prosperous  in  1915,  while  many,  on  account  of  war  orders 
and  the"  increased  demand  for  their  products,  were  worked  to  full 
capacity.  During  the  last  decade  the  value  of  factory  products  has 
shown  an  increase  of  about  50  per  cent.  The  high  point  was  reached 
in  1912,  when  the  value  was  $18,842,675,  which  was  nearly  $1,000,000 
more  than  for  1911.  The  decrease  was  due  to  the  fact  that  manj^ 
plants  were  compelled  to  curtail  their  output  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  raw  material,  the  drought  having  seriously  affected  pro- 
duction in  the  years  following  1912. 

Industrial  Development  of  Tasmania. 

The  following  table  of  the  manufacturing  industries  for  1914  will 
give  an  idea  of  the  industrial  development  of  this  country.  It  shows 
the  number  of  establishments  of  several  industries,  the  capital  in- 
vested, the  value  of  products,  etc. : 


Description  of  works. 


Tanneries 

TJark  mills 

Bricks  and  pottery 

Sawmills 

Engine  foundries 

Bacon  factories 

Butter  and  cheese  factories 

Flour  mills 

.Ia:n  works,  etc 

Breweries 

Woolen  mills 

Boot  factories 

Printint;.  etc 

Coach  building 

Cycles  and  motors 

E'lectric  works 

Gas  works 

All  others 

Total 


Estab- 
lish- 
ments. 


12 

m 

23 
26 

m 

19 

■1 

13 
2,i 
24 
22 
13 

3 
269 


Capital 
invested. 


S;99, 714 
25, 69.> 
210,470 

,145,043 

'454,832 
35,  SGI 
172,825 
411,000 
401,073 

,131,073 
2S9, 070 
123,900 
562, 91V 
131,249 
176,099 

,082,151 
913,038 

, 998, 966 


103     11,368,582 


Hor.'^e- 
power  of 
eneines. 


58 

35 

230 

2,445 

371 

29 
231 
717 
532 

84 
183 

40 
218 

50 

48 
9, 392 

32 
7,171 


21, 878 


Persons 

em- 
ployed. 


04 

26 

187 

1,562 

463 

24 

111 

122 

710 

143 

228 

204 

755 

204 

167 

235 

146 

3,571 


8,922 


Value  of 
products. 


$351,962 
73,444 
180,975 

1,529,725 
609, 782 
211,053 
G25, 155 

1,288,985 

1,594,508 
562,080 
251, 539 
254,090 
883,294 
215,357 
.381,733 
761,101 
288,038 

7,785,702 


17,849,123 


Large  crops  in  1915-16. 

The  statistical   year   for  agriculture   in  Tasmania  ends  June  30, 
and   while   reports   are   not   available   as   to   the  production   of  the 
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1915-lG  season,  yet  on  account  of  the  favorable  climatic  conditions 
and  the  increased  activity  of  the  farmers,  the  estimated  yields  of  the 
principal  crops  far  exceed  those  of  preceding  years.  During  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  there  Avas  a  shortage  of  agricultural  labor 
otherwise  the  crops  would  doubtless  have  been  much  larger. 

The  estimated  yields  for  1915-16  compare  with  the  actual  yields 
for  1914^15  as  follows : 


Crops. 


Wheat busliels . 

Oats do... 

Barley: 

Cape do... 

English do... 


384,220 
1,341,800 

0,651 
99, 147 


1915-16 


1,019,640 
2,338,054 


7,046 
93,612 


Crops. 


1914-15 


Peas: 

Grey bushels 

Blue do.. 

Hay tons 

Potatoes do.. 


131,576 
74,191 
81,971 
78,907 


1915-16 


156.240 
85,676 

201,903 
68,043 


The  only  important  crop  raised  in  Tasmania  not  included  in  the 
above  figures  is  that  of  hops,  which  had  a  yield  of  1,G92,408  pounds 
in  the  1914-15  season  and  will  yield  about  the  same  in  1915-16. 
Prices  have  been  favorable  throughout  the  year,  and  all  such  produce 
continues  in  strong  demand,  so  that  farmers  are  in  better  shape  finan- 
cially than  for  several  years  past.  Heretofore  prices  have  been  favor- 
able, but  few  farmers  had  any  appreciable  quantities  to  dispose  of. 

Previously  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  import  large  quantities 
of  wheat  for  local  needs.  The  crops  for  the  1915-16  season,  however, 
w^ill  be  about  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands,  while  in  the  other  items 
enumerated  there  will  be  fair  quantities  available  for  export. 

Fruit  Grov/ers  Pvcport  Successful  Year. 

Fruit  grov\'ers  this  season  have  obtained  high  prices  for  crops, 
Avhile  a  year  ago  prices  were  good,  but  the  yields  were  far  from  satis- 
factoiy.  Records  are  kept  of  the  yields  of  apples,  pears,  and  apri- 
cots, but  figures  were  not  available  at  the  time  of  writing.  Without 
exception  the  yields  this  season  were  expected  to  be  larger  than  in 
1914-15,  when  there  were  1,521,579  bushels  of  apples,  145,882  bushels 
of  pears,  and  48,206  bushels  of  apricots. 

Last  year  onl}^  400,000  cases  of  apples  were  exported  to  foreign 
countries,  practically  all  of  which  went  to  England,  while  for  the 
present  year  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Government  of  Aus- 
tralia to  ship  750,000  cases  from  Tasmania  to  England  on  which 
freight  charges  would  be  about  80  cents  per  case.  In  normal  j'cars 
freights  usually  amounted  to  60  cents  or  70  cents  per  case. 

The  yield  of  small  fruits  and  berries  was  abundant,  and  in  normal 
times  there  would  have  been  a  glut  on  the  market,  with  resultant  low 
prices,  but  the  local  jam  factories  obtained  large  orders  for  jam  from 
the  armies  and  were  in  the  market  for  more  fruit  than  even  the  large 
crops  for  the  1915-16  season  could  provide,  so  prices  were  at  all  times 
favorable. 

Drought  Causes  Live  Stock  to  Decrease. 

The  two  years'  drought  which  was  broken  during  the  past  year 
caused  large  decreases  in  the  number  of  live  stock,  and  it  will  require 
several  years  to  bring  the  flocks  up  to  their  normal  numbers.  In  the 
meantime  the  higher  prices  obtained  for  all  such  products  are  recom- 
pensing to  a  material  extent  for  the  losses  in  production. 
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The  census  of  live  stock  taken  on  June  30,  1913,  19U,  and  1915, 
show  the  following  numbers  for  those  respective  dates : 


Live  stock. 


1914 


1915 


Horses 
Cattle . 
Sheep . 
Pigs... 


44,039 

222, 181 

1,852,000 

49,152 


43,941 

205, 743 

1,745,000 

37,990 


42,232 

176,524 

1,674,000 

34.960 


While  formerly  wool  was  the  first  consideration  of  the  sheep 
owners,  in  recent  years  greater  attention  is  being  given  to  the  produc- 
tion of  mutton.  The  wool  crop  for  the  1915-16  season  was  consider- 
ably less  than  for  the  season  of  1914—15,  but  the  higher  prices  ob- 
tained will  offset  the  loss  in  quantity  and  the  value  will  be  about 
$2,000,000. 

The  dau\ving  industry  likewise  suffered  heavy  losses  during  the 
drought  and  the  census  for  the  past  three  years  shows  losses  in  the 
number  of  milch  cows  as  well  as  in  the  value  of  dairy  products, 
although  dairy  products  have  advanced  from  20  to  50  per  cent  in 
price.  In  the  year  ended  June  30,  1913,  there  were  60,160  milch 
cows,  valued  at  $2,195,765;  in  the  following  year  the  number  had 
decreased  to  59,380,  with  a  value  of  $2,167,696;  and  in  1915  there 
were  only  51,229,  with  a  valuation  of  $1,879,425. 
Increased  Prices  for  Copper  and  Tin — Silver-Lead  Production. 

Owing  to  the  increased  prices  for  copper  and  tin,  the  two  leading 
mineral  products  of  Tasmania,  the  value  of  the  output  showed  an 
appreciable  gain  in  1915. 

The  production  of  the  silver-lead  ore  during  the  past  two  years 
lias  been  heavily  curtailed,  as  prices  have  been  low  and  it  has  been 
impossible  to  find  a  favorable  market  since  the  German  market  has 
been  closed.  The  State  Government  has  advanced  large  sums  of 
money  to  silver-lead  mine  owners  on  the  ores  mined,  which  has 
enabled  them  to  keep  the  mines  running.  Experiments  are  now  being 
made  by  the  Broken  Hill  Mining  Co.  in  treating  these  ores  by  an 
electrolytic  process,  and  if  it  is  successful  the  Mount  Lyell  Mining 
Co.  Avill  construct  a  plant  in  Tasmania  for  treating  them. 

The  copper  industry  enjoyed  a  good  year  and  there  was  a  consider- 
able increase  in  production  and  a  far  gi'eater  increase  in  the  value  of 
the  output. 
Output  of  Mineral  Products. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  various  products  of  the  Tasmanian 
mines  for  the  vears  1914  and  1915  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Quantity. 

Value. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

Gold 

ounces.. 

20,243 

18.547.0 

?542.493 

$383,402 

Silver-lead  ore 

tons.. 

11,565 

10.385.0 

4<iS,  177 

446,205 

Blister  copper 

do.... 

7,509 

7,901.0 

2,323,077 

3,451,161 

Copper  ore 

do.... 

3,287 

06. 0 

90,906 

1,786 

Tin  ore 

do.... 

2,572 

2,599.0 

1,261,883 

1,422,507 

Coal 

do.... 

GO, 794 

64,536.0 

135,547 

148,029 

Wolfram 

do.... 

40 

94.7 

21,057 

54,091 

Bismuth 

do.... 

5 

5.5 

8,108 

5,854 

Osmiridium 

.* ounces.. 

1,018 

247.0 

49,035 

7,694 

Shale 

tons 

10 

365 

Iron  pyrites 

do 

12,835.0 

43, 531 

Total 

1 

4,900,648 

5, 904, 260 
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Total  Value  of  Minerals  Produced  in  Tasmania. 

The  total  production  of  all  Tasmanian  mines  to  the  end  of  the  year 
lOl-t  was  valued  at  $180,797,546.  As  most  of  this  has  been  produced 
within  the  last  30  years,  it  shows  how  important  is  the  mining  indus- 
try to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  State.  In  the  past  gold,  copper, 
and  tin,  and  silver-leacl  ore  have  accounted  for  most  of  the  mineral 
wealth,  but  unless  new  gold  mines  are  discovered,  the  future  of  this 
industry  is  not  bright,  while  the  yield  of  tin  is  dependent  upon  the 
high  prices;  on  the  other  hand,  the  future  of  copper  and  silver-lead 
ore  is  very  promising  and  they,  no  doubt,  will  prove  the  mainsta}^  of 
the  mining  industry  in  Tasmania.  Below  are  given  the  quantities 
and  A'alues  of  all  mine  products  to  the  end  of  1914 : 


Mineral. 


Gold ounces. 

SflYer-lead  ore tons. 

Tin  ore do... 

Blister  copper do . . . 

Copper  ore do. . . 

Iron  OPS do... 

Bismuth do. . . 

Asbestos do... 


Quantity. 

Value. 

1,778,303.0 

$34, 880, 556 

1,045,457.0 

28,731,288 

116,498.0 

56,822,252  j 

134,380.0 

51,443,411 

40,381.0 

2, 752, 619 

42,762.0 

173,739 

54.3 

88,833 

374.0 

2,535 

^Mineral. 


Osmiridium ounces . 

Wolfram tons. 

Coal do... 

Shale do... 

Undefined 


Total. 


Quantity. 


3,451.5 

577.0 

1,438,396.0 

669.0 


Value. 


SI  47,  221 

2M),  672 

5,362,494 

3,256 

155, 670 

180,797,546 


Reduced  Value  of  Exports  in  1915. 

The  exports  from  Tasmania  to  oversea  countries  for  1915  were 
vjilued  at  $1,960,236,  which  is  over  $1,000,000  less  than  the  exports 
of  the  former  j^ear. 

In  the  case  of  wool,  the  value  was  slightly  less,  and  the  loss  in 
exports  merely  shows  that  a  greater  proportion  Avas  shipped  to  other 
parts  of  Australia  and  entered  into  the  exports  of  those  ports.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  loss  in  the  exports  of  apples  Avas  due  to  the 
shortness  of  the  crop,  although  the  loss  in  shipments  to  foreign  ports 
was  to  some  extent  compensated  for  by  the  heavy  demand  from  other 
parts  of  Australia  where  high  prices  were  obtained.  The  values  of 
the  A'arious  articles  that  entered  into  the  export  trade  of  Tasmania 
for  the  vears  1914  and  1915  were  as  follows : 


Article. 

1914 

915 

Article. 

1914 

1915 

Wool 

?1, 364, 089 
1,105,124 

190, 859 
129,249 
106, 133 

$1,112,934 

436,793 

133,006 

10,818 

40,085 

S44, 563 
107,940 

S14,45S 
212  142 

Apples 

.'ill  other 

Total 

Tin 

3,047,957 

1  900  236 

Tarn 

Aside  from  avooI  and  apples,  the  values  of  the  exports  are  small 
in  comparison  Avitli  the  total  values  and  in  comparison  with  the 
values  of  the  shipments  of  these  same  articles  to  other  parts  of 
Australia.  It  is  likely  that  the  exports  of  lumber  were  aifected  by 
the  high  freight  charges,  Avhile  there  has  been  much  difficulty  in 
finding  markets  for  skins  and  the  jam  factories  have  been  so  iDUsy 
in  filling  orders  for  the  army  that  they  have  had  no  occasion  to  seek 
foreign  orders. 

Increased  Exports  to  "United  States  in  1915. 

The  exports  from  Tasmania  to  the  United  States  during  1915  Avere 
valued  at  $136,695  in  comparison  with  $56,890  during  the  previous 
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_year.     The  folloAviiig-  articles  were  exported  to  the  United  States 
during  the  two  years : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

?.14G 

20, 516 

924 

107 

26,542 

Tree  ferns 

$220 
8,435 

lam     

Wool 

$i36  250 

S445 

Total 

56,890 

136  695 

Timber  

« 

There  was  $3,306  worth  of  jam  invoiced  for  Hawaii  during  1915 
against  $4,683  worth  for  1914. 

Shipping  Conditions. 

Hobart,  situated  near  the  mouth  of  the  River  Derwent,  possesses 
one  of  the  best  liarbors  in  Australia.  Vessels  of  the  greatest  size  can 
be  easily  accommodated,  and  the  open  roadstead  furnishes  excellent 
anchorage,  while  the  pier  accommodations  are  equal  to  any  demands 
that  may  be  made  upon  them.  This  port  in  normal  times  enjoys 
good  shipping  connections  Avith  England,  New  Zealand,  and  the 
other  ports  of  Australia. 

Two  lines  of  steamers  that  carry  passengers,  mails,  and  cargo  sail 
from  London  to  Cape  Town,  Hobart,  and  New  Zealand;  thence 
return  to  London  via  South  America.  These  boats  bring  large  quan- 
tities of  English  goods  to  this  port,  but  are  not  utilized  for  exports 
except  for  shipments  to  New  Zealand.  Exports  of  wool  and  apples 
to  England  are  made  on  the  Peninsular  &  Oriental  and  Orient  liners 
and  other  ships  that  make  special  trips  to  this  port  during  the  sea- 
sons for  these  cargoes.  In  addition  tramp  steamers  and  sailing  ves- 
sels deliver  cargo  here  from  England,  New  Zealand,  and  the  United 
States. 

Steamers  carrj'ing  passengers,  mails,  and  cargo  have  regular  sail- 
ings from  Melbourne  to  Hobart  and  New  Zealand  ports,  and  likewise 
from  Sydney,  while  large  numbers  of  smaller  steamers  and  sailing 
vessels  ply  between  this  port  and  the  other  ports  of  Australia, 
according  to  the  demands  of  the  trade.  While  this  port  has  direct 
connections  with  many  other  ports,  most  of  the  water-borne  traffic 
of  Launceston  and  the  other  ports  of  Tasmania  is  centered  in  Mel- 
bourne. 

The  total  number  of  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  entering  the  port 
of  Hobart  in  1914  was  604,  with  a  net  tonnage  of  864,871,  compared 
with  596  vessels  in  1915  with  a  net  tonnage  of  659,568. 

There  were  606  steamers  and  sailing  vessels,  with  a  net  tonnage  of 
861,650,  departing  from  the  port  of  Hobart  in  1914  compared  with 
601  vessels  with  a  net  tonnage  of  667,579  in  1915. 
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